
7-1  STATE OF EMERGENCY; CURFEW AND THE LIKE AUTHORIZED. 

   (A)   A state of emergency shall be deemed to exist  when there is an occurrence or imminent 

threat of widespread or severe damage, injury, or loss of life or property resulting from any 

natural or man-made accidental, military, paramilitary, terrorism, weather-related, public health, 

explosion-related, riot-related cause, or technological failure or accident, including, but not 

limited to, a cyber-incident, an explosion, a transportation accident, a radiological accident, or a 

chemical or other hazardous material incident. 

   (B)   In the event of an existing or threatened state of emergency endangering the lives, safety, 

health and welfare of the people within the city or threatening damage to or destruction of 

property, the Mayor of the city is hereby authorized and empowered to issue a public 

proclamation declaring to all persons the existence of a state of emergency.  The Mayor may 

define the emergency area subject to the state of emergency declaration as being all areas within 

the corporate limits of the city or specifically designated and described areas within the city’s 

corporate limits.  In order to more effectively protect the lives, safety and property of people 

within the city, the Mayor may define and impose a curfew applicable to all persons within the 

emergency area. 

   (C)   The Mayor is hereby authorized to limit the application of a curfew specifically 

designated and described within the corporate limits of the city and to specific hours of the day 

or night, and to exempt from the curfew police officers, firefighters, doctors, nurses and other 

classes of persons as may be essential to the preservation of public order and immediately 

necessary to serve the safety, health and welfare needs of the people within the city. 

   (D)   The Mayor shall proclaim the end of the state of emergency and curfew as soon as 

circumstances warrant or when directed to do so by the Board. 

   (E)   During the existence of a proclaimed state of emergency when a curfew has been 

imposed, the Mayor may also declare it to be unlawful for anyone subject to the curfew: 

      (1)   To be or travel upon any public street, alley or roadway or upon public property unless 

in search of medical assistance, food or other commodity or service necessary to sustain the well-

being of himself or herself or his or her family or some member thereof; 

      (2)   To possess off one's own premises, buy, sell, give away or otherwise transfer or dispose 

of any explosives, ammunition or dangerous weapon of any kind; lawfully possessed firearms, as 

that term is defined in G.S. 14-409.39(2), and ammunition for lawfully possessed firearms are 

exempt from this provision;  

      (3)   To sell beer, wines or intoxicating beverages of any kind or to possess or consume the 

same off one's own premises; and/or 

      (4)   To sell gasoline or any other similar petroleum products or any other flammable 

substances, except as expressly authorized by the provisions of the curfew imposed. 

(`86 Code, § 7-1) 

(F) In addition to the authorities granted the Mayor when a state of emergency has been 

declared, the Mayor or other authorized official may impose the following restrictions or 

prohibitions within all of the corporate limits of the city or within specifically designated and 

described areas within the city’s corporate limits: 

(1) Of movements of people in public places, including any of the following:  

a. Imposing a curfew, including imposing the restrictions under a curfew as 

provided for in Section (E).  



b. Directing and compelling the voluntary or mandatory evacuation of all or part 

of the population from any stricken or threatened area within the city’s 

jurisdiction.  

c. Prescribing routes, modes of transportation, and destinations in connection with 

evacuation.  

d. Controlling ingress and egress of an emergency area, and the movement of 

persons within that area.  

e. Providing for the closure, within the emergency area, of streets, roads, 

highways, bridges, public vehicular areas, or other areas ordinarily used for 

vehicular travel, except to the movement of emergency responders and other 

persons necessary for recovery from the emergency. In addition to any other 

notice or dissemination of information, notification of any closure of a road or 

public vehicular area shall be given to the Department of Transportation as soon 

as practicable.  

(2)  Of the operation of offices, business establishments, and other places to or from 

which people may travel or at which they may congregate.  

(3)  Upon the possession, transportation, sale, purchase, and consumption of alcoholic 

beverages.  

(4)  Upon the possession, transportation, sale, purchase, storage, and use of gasoline, 

and dangerous weapons and substances, except that this subdivision does not 

authorize prohibitions or restrictions on lawfully possessed firearms or 

ammunition. As used in this subdivision, the term "dangerous weapons and 

substances" has the same meaning as it does under G.S. 14-288.1. As used in this 

subdivision, the term "firearm" has the same meaning as it does under G.S. 14-

409.39(2).  

(5)  Upon other activities or conditions the control of which may be reasonably 

necessary to maintain order and protect lives or property during the state of 

emergency. 

   (G)   Punishment for a violation of this section shall be a Class 2 misdemeanor A penalty 

schedule, which may be amended from time to time, shall be kept on record in the office of the 

City Clerk. 

§ 7-2  OPERATION OF PUBLIC SHELTERS. 

   (A)   In case of an emergency, public shelter managers appointed by the Emergency 

Preparedness Director shall open shelters, take charge of all stocks of food, water and other 

supplies stored in the shelters, admit the public according to the shelter's operational plan as 

approved by the Emergency Preparedness Director, take whatever control measures are 

necessary for the protection and safety of the occupants and for turning over the shelter in good 

condition to its lawful owner at termination of occupancy. 

   (B)   Public shelter managers and their authorized deputies are authorized to use whatever 

restraint is necessary against those who refuse to cooperate in orderly entry into the shelter and 

with the routine of shelter living under emergency conditions as set forth in the approved 

operation plan for the shelter. 

(`86 Code, § 7-2) 

Statutory reference: 
   Municipal emergency management, see G.S. § 166A-7 

   North Carolina Emergency Management Act, see G.S. §§ 166A-1et seq. 
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ARTICLE II:  CONTINUITY OF CITY GOVERNMENT 

§ 7-16  SHORT TITLE. 

   This article shall be known and may be cited as the “Continuity of Government Article of the 

City of Oxford, North Carolina.” 

(`86 Code, § 7-16) 

§ 7-17  DEFINITIONS. 

   For the purpose of this article, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly 

indicates or requires a different meaning. 

   ATTACK.  Any attack or series of attacks by an enemy of the United States causing, or which 

may cause, substantial damage or injury to civilian property or persons in the United States in 

any manner by sabotage or by the use of bombs, missiles, shell fire or atomic radiological, 

chemical, bacteriological or biological means or other weapons or processes. 

   DULY AUTHORIZED DEPUTY.  A person who is presently authorized to perform all of the 

functions, exercise all of the powers and discharge all of the duties of an office in the event the 

office is vacant or at such times as it lacks administration due to the death, absence or disability 

of the incumbent officer. 

   EMERGENCY INTERIM SUCCESSOR.  A person designated pursuant to this article for 

possible temporary succession to the powers and duties, but not the office, of a city officer in the 

event that the officer or any duly authorized deputy is unavailable to exercise the powers and 

discharge the duties of the office. 

   UNAVAILABLE.  Either a vacancy in office exists and there is no deputy authorized to 

exercise all of the powers and discharge the duties of the office, or that the lawful incumbent of 

the office, including any deputy exercising the powers and discharging the duties of an office 

because of a vacancy, and his or her duly authorized deputy are absent or unable, for physical, 

mental or legal reasons, to exercise the powers and discharge the duties of the office. 

(`86 Code, § 7-17) 

§ 7-18  DESIGNATION AND THE LIKE; INTERIM SUCCESSORS. 

   (A)   (1)   Within 30 days after first entering upon the duties of his or her office, the Mayor and 

each member of the Board shall, in addition to any duly authorized deputy, designate the number 

of emergency interim successors to his or her office and specify their rank in order of succession 

after any duly authorized deputy so that there will be not less than three duly authorized deputies 

or emergency interim successors or combination thereof for the office. 

      (2)   All actions taken under this section shall be approved by the Mayor and Board. 

   (B)   The Board shall, within the time specified in division (A) above, in addition to any duly 

authorized deputy, designate for appointive officers including the City Manager, Chief of Police, 

City Fire Chief, City Health Officer, the City Clerk and Treasurer, the number of emergency 

interim successors to these officers and specify their rank in order of succession after any duly 

authorized deputy so that there will be not less than three duly authorized deputies or emergency 

interim successors or combination thereof for each officer. 

   (C)   The incumbent in the case of those elective officers specified in division (A) above, and 

the Board, in the case of those appointive officers specified in division (B) above, shall review 

and, as necessary, promptly revise the designations of emergency interim successors or duly 

authorized deputies or any combination thereof for each officer specified. 

   (D)   No person shall be designated or serve as an emergency interim successor unless he or 

she may, under the State Constitution and statutes and the Charter or ordinances of the city, hold 

the office of the person to whose powers and duties he or she is designated to succeed, but no 
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provision of any ordinance prohibiting an officer or employee of the city from holding another 

office shall be applicable to an emergency interim successor. 

   (E)   A person designated as an emergency interim successor holds that designation at the 

pleasure of the designator; provided, that he or she must be replaced if removed.  He or she 

retains this designation as emergency interim successor until replaced by another appointed by 

the authorized designator. 

(`86 Code, § 7-18) 

§ 7-19  ASSUMPTION OF POWERS AND DUTIES; INTERIM SUCCESSORS. 

   (A)   If in the event of an attack any officer named in § 7-18(A) and (B) and any duly 

authorized deputy is unavailable, his or her emergency interim successor highest in rank in order 

of succession who is not unavailable shall, except for the power and duty to appoint emergency 

interim successors, exercise the powers and discharge the duties of the officer. 

   (B)   An emergency interim successor shall exercise these powers and discharge these duties 

only until the time as the lawful incumbent officer or any duly authorized deputy or an 

emergency interim successor higher in rank in order of succession exercises, or resumes the 

exercise of, the powers and discharge of the duties of the office, or until, where an actual 

vacancy exists, a successor is appointed to fill the vacancy or is elected and qualified as provided 

by law. 

(`86 Code, § 7-19) 

§ 7-20  RECORDING AND PUBLICATION. 

   The name, address and rank in order of succession of each duly authorized deputy shall be filed 

with the City Clerk and each designation, replacement or change in order of succession of an 

emergency interim successor shall become effective when the designator files with the City 

Clerk the successor's name, address and rank in order of succession.  The City Clerk shall keep 

on file all data regarding duly authorized deputies and emergency interim successors and it shall 

be open to public inspection. 

(`86 Code, § 7-20) 

§ 7-21  FORMALITIES OF TAKING OFFICE. 

   At the time of their designation, emergency interim successors shall take the oath and do other 

things, if any, as may be required to qualify them to exercise the powers and discharge the duties 

of the office to which they may succeed. 

(`86 Code, § 7-21) 

 (`86 Code, § 7-22) 
Disclaimer: 
This Code of Ordinances and/or any other documents that appear on this site may not reflect the most current legislation adopted by 
the Municipality. American Legal Publishing Corporation provides these documents for informational purposes only. These 
documents should not be relied upon as the definitive authority for local legislation. Additionally, the formatting and pagination of the 
posted documents varies from the formatting and pagination of the official copy. The official printed copy of a Code of Ordinances 
should be consulted prior to any action being taken. 
 
For further information regarding the official version of any of this Code of Ordinances or other documents posted on this site, 
please contact the Municipality directly or contact American Legal Publishing toll-free at 800-445-5588. 

© 2019 American Legal Publishing Corporation 
techsupport@amlegal.com 

1.800.445.5588. 

 

mailto:techsupport@amlegal.com
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)

